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be scattered through large angles. In the latter case he found the right
answer, in the former he did not, but the real achievement was the
realization of the experimental fact and insistence on its importance.

In 1926 the British Association met at Oxford under the Presidency
of H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. Rutherford gave an account of his
work, with Chadwick, on the collisions between alpha particles and
light atoms, or rather nuclei of atoms, such as magnesium and aluminium.

There was a good course of lectures on Atomic Structure given by
Rutherford at the Royal Institution when he referred to the work of
their President, Sir William Bragg, on the ranges of the alpha rays
from different radio-elements, and how they were stopped by the
atoms in matter. Rutherford explained that matter was mainly empty
space, so small were the nuclei and electrons, and so great, relatively,
the distances between them.

In March 1927 Rutherford spoke to the British Wireless Dinner Club :

On one occasion, I was at the meeting of the British Association
and said to Sir Arthur Keith, "a gathering like this must be of great
interest to you, because you can study the skulls of the people round
you!" Keith replied, "Yes, it is of great interest You see that group
over there", indicating Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Arthur Schuster and Earl
Balfour. "If you go and dig in this country you will find the kind of
skull that Sir Oliver Lodge has. If you go to Nineveh you will find
Schuster's kind of skull, and Balfour's is a typical Scottish skull"

In April 1927, there was an inaugural celebration at Buckingham
Palace to mark the centenary of the birth of Lord Lister, pioneer of
antiseptic surgery, Rutherford, as President of the Royal Society,
presented an address to which His Majesty the King replied. There was
a further celebration in honour of Lister at the Royal College of
Medicine; "Sir Ernest Rutherford, wearing a scarlet doak, was in the
chair, a jolly a&d substantial high priest of physics, not of physic."

In August 1927, Rutherford learnt with deep regret that his old friend,
B. B. Boltwood of Yale, had ended his life when in a temporary state
of mental depression. In an obituary notice Rutherford dwelt upon

21